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● Born in New York City, USA on April 20, 1948.

● Studied photography and cinematography at Humbolt 
State College from where she graduated with a B.A. in 
1971.

● Studied holography at the San Francisco School of 
Holography under Jerry Pethick and Lloyd Cross in 
1971 and re-joined the efforts of Multiplex Company 
and School of Holography in 1975 after further 
completing her early works and travels. 
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● Along with Lloyd Cross, she created tunable lenses for 

successive generations of Multiplex printers including 
those exported internationally. In 1975 she assumed 
Directorship of the San Francisco School of 
Holography which she maintained until its closing in 
the 1980's.

● Sharon's love of the motion-picture image and natural 
subjects would inform her own works in Multiplex 
holography beginning in 1974 with 'Squirrel'.  Her love 
of photography and celebrity subjects informed her 
commercial works in multiplex holograms and 
embossed hologram subjects. 
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● Sharon's interests in testing the limits of 
holographic imaging included computer graphics in 
the 1980's when she created a number of Multiplex 
type CG logos for SIGGRAPH 87,  SPIE, and 
Ilford.
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● Sharon was an actor in her own Multiplex movies, 
and the movies of others. 
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● In pursuit of higher standards of imaging and 
printing and wider subject matter Sharon 
developed computer controls for her Multiplex 
printers, and experimented with integrating video 
graphics with film recordings to generate short 
multi-media narrative Multiplex integrals like 'Time 
Man' (1982).

● She envisioned 'holographic movies' based on 
open reel technology for Multiplex integrals and 
developed reel-to-reel film drives for Multiplex 
printing of films of any length.
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●  As a photographer and a film cinematographer drawn to 
holography and the capacity of Multiplex holograms to capture 
motion and time, Sharon embarked on extending visual effects 
and subject matter in integral holograms. 

● 'Time Man' (1982) frames showing Visual Effects (VFX) using 

video generated images.
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● Sharon discusses standard film story-boarding 
and 'Time Man'  360 degree angular story-
board  in her 1986 SPIE paper “Special Effects 
Techniques for Integral Holograms”
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●  Frames showing various subjects of Sharon's 
Multiplex holograms in 360 & 180 deg. displays.
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● When embossed holograms became commercially 
popular in the 1980's and featured high quality 
images under ambient light conditions,  under 
Kenneth Haynes and American Banknote 
Holographics, Sharon collaborated  with Haynes 
and ABNH on a number of projects  where she 
was the integral hologram cinematographer for 
holograms mastered from film sequence originals.
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● In 1991 Sharon McCormack moved from California 
to White Salmon Washington to pursue her 
passions in holography and wind-surfing. 

● In White Salmon, a small town overlooking the 
Columbia River Gorge, she set up a studio 
laboratory and created a number of notable 
holographic integrals (Michael Jordan, Native 
Indian Series) that were exhibited in galleries as 
well as to the general public.
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● Sharon McCormack performed many art 
direction and production duties in projects with 
commercial clients using multiplex integral 
holography techniques.  Her career in 
commercial display holography featuring 
Multiple integrals and embossed hologram 
integrals spans four decades, 1970's to 2000's.
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● Sharon McCormack died in White Salmon, 

Washington, USA at her home on October 13, 
2016.

● Her holographic works, writings, photographs, 
lab notes and professional correspondence are 
archived by Al Razutis, by Agreement with 
Sharon and in perpetuity, at the Sharon 
McCormack Collection & Archives presently 
housed at Razutis' Visual Alchemy studio on 
Saturna Island, BC, Canada.
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● The Sharon McCormack Collection & Archives are presently 
available to view on a by arrangement basis for curators, 
exhibitors or collectors of holographic art and historical displays.

● Access to the contents of the Sharon McCormack Collection & 
Archives on the web is at 
http://www.alchemists.com/visual_alchemy/holo_sharon.html

● To arrange a personal visit to these archives, or to discuss 
exhibition, historical research or educational dissemination of 
these works  contact Al Razutis  at alrazutis@ymail.com 

http://www.alchemists.com/visual_alchemy/holo_sharon.html
mailto:alrazutis@ymail.com
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